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Resthaven Opens New Green House Specialty Care Home for Elders 
Janssen Cottage delivers amenity rich, family-like atmosphere with excellent clinical outcomes 

 
HOLLAND, Mich. (May 7, 2019) – Today, Resthaven is opening the Janssen Cottage, a 10-bed Green 
House residence for elders. The Green House model of care is a unique, evidence-based skilled nursing 
alternative that emulates a real-home environment, fostering deep relationships among residents and 
caregivers while delivering excellent clinical outcomes. 

Resthaven was the first in West Michigan to open a Green House-modeled home in 2007 with the 
Boersma Cottage. Janssen Cottage is Resthaven’s second Green House home and features 10 private 
room and baths, a communal dining room, spacious living room and kitchen. 

“When we opened West Michigan’s first Green House home 10 years ago, the home was so well-
received that this was the natural next step,” said Deedre Vriesman, president and CEO of Resthaven. 
“With Janssen Cottage now complete, we are thrilled to make room for more elders and families in 
West Michigan who are searching for innovative residential options.” 

The philosophy of the Green House model of care is to create a home where elders are nurtured in a 
circle of care. The model respects elders’ flexible routines, encourages personal growth and enables 
elders to continue to pursue their interests and passions. 

“The Green House model of care is unique and incredibly powerful. It has truly revolutionized skilled 
nursing care, and Resthaven is proud to be a leader in providing this alternative for West Michigan 
elders,” said Vriesman. “We’ve built the kind of place that, when families walk in, they say ‘I’d be happy 
living here.’” 

The Green House model also includes a lower elder to staff ratio, allowing highly-qualified and 
compassionate caregivers, called Shahbazim, to get to know elders’ personalities and individual needs 
on a deeper level and offer more personalized care. In addition to spending time with and caring for 
elders, the Shahbaz assists with cooking and maintaining the house.  

Janssen Cottage is a donor-supported venture and was made possible by the Campaign for Resthaven, 
the most successful fundraising effort in Resthaven's 73-year history. 

About Resthaven 
Resthaven is a non-profit, community-owned, faith-based organization dedicated to offering quality care 
and support—from independent living to long-term care and every stage of aging in between. 
Resthaven was formed in 1945 by a consortium of Reformed and Christian Reformed Churches to 
provide homes for their elderly church members and now serves over 1,100 elders and their families 
each year. Resthaven is credited with opening the first Green House-modeled home in West Michigan in 
2007. The company’s mission is to glorify God by providing a continuum of quality care and services that 
demonstrates the love and compassion of Jesus Christ. To learn more, visit resthaven.org. 
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